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Green County Agriculture Chest

History

The Green County Agriculture (Ag) Chest was organized on May 1, 1958, by people interested in supporting and promoting Green County agriculture, both its products and its people.  The Ag Chest was incorporated in February 1963. The first Dairy Queen was crowned in 1955 prior to the forming of the organization. 

Program Sponsor

The Green County Ag Chest sponsors this program.

Objective

The mission of the Green County Ag Chest is to promote Green County, its products, its resources, and its people, especially youth and youth activities involved with agriculture and home economics.

Members

The members consist of all persons in attendance at Ag Chest meetings.  Any person is welcome to attend the Ag Chest meetings and participate in activities associated with the organization.  Anyone is welcome to volunteer to work in the Ag Chest trailers to raise money for the Queen program, youth scholarships, ag-related youth events, and other relevant activities and events.

Board

The Ag Chest consists of the following board members:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
3 Directors - Two 2-year terms and one 1-year term

In addition to the Board, there is also a County Queen Committee, made up of three individuals, one of whom will serve as the Chairperson.  These three positions are not Board positions.

Participating Communities

Albany					Argyle			Belleville
Blanchardville				Brodhead		Brooklyn
Browntown				Juda			Monroe		
Monticello				New Glarus
Rules and Process for the Selection 
of Community Dairy Queens

· The position of Community Queen is open to females.
· Candidates must either attend high school or reside in the community for which they are vying to be Community Queen.  For Brooklyn, the candidate must have attended the Brooklyn Elementary School. 
· Candidates must be a sophomore, junior, or senior in high school during the year they will be serving.
· Candidates will not have been married, be married, or get married, and will not have had a child or become pregnant while serving as a Queen.
· Candidates may only compete in one community.
· A candidate will not be eligible if they hold another crown and/or banner for another organization.
· All candidates in each of the eleven participating communities shall be interviewed and judged.  Any candidate chosen as a Community Dairy Queen who does not fulfill the program obligations and/or requirements will lose her crown and may be replaced with the runner-up for her community.  The runner-up for the community has the option to accept or not accept the position.  If the runner-up chooses not to accept the position or if there is no runner-up, the community will not have a Queen. 
· A candidate may run for her community for more than one year if she is not selected as her community’s Queen, as long as all eligibility requirements are met.
· All community candidates will be judged on the same day and at the same location by out-of-county judges.
· The results of the Community judging will be kept by the Green County Ag Chest President or the Green County Queen Chairperson until the results are disclosed on the day of the community crowing.
· The first Community Queen crowning will take place after the Green County Breakfast on the Farm and before the Green County Dairy Days Queens Banquet.








Rules and Process for the Selection of the 
Green County Dairy Queen and Princess

· Each Community Queen is automatically a candidate for Green County Dairy Queen and Princess and must attend the all-day activities, interviews, judging, and Queens Banquet.  Prior to the judging, any of the Community Queens may opt to not become the County Queen or Princess.
· A panel of out-of-county individuals will serve as the judges and will interview the candidates.
· The announcement of the Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess will immediately follow the Dairy Days Queens Banquet.
· The Community Queens who are selected as the Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess will become the official Ambassadors of the Green County Ag Chest.
· Both the Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess may be requested to represent the Green County Ag Chest at County and State activities.
· At the time the Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess are selected, first and second runner-ups are also chosen.  The first and send runner-ups will not be disclosed unless needed.
· If for any reason the Green County Dairy Queen or Green County Dairy Princess cannot finish their term, succession will take place in the following manner:
· If the Green County Dairy Queen cannot finish her term, the Green County Dairy Princess will assume the role of Green County Dairy Queen and the first runner-up shall assume the position of Green County Dairy Princess.
· If the Green County Dairy Princess cannot finish her term, the first runner-up will become the Green County Dairy Princess.
· If the first runner-up becomes the Green County Dairy Princess, her community’s first runner-up has the option to be crowned the Community Dairy Queen.







Dairy Queens and Princess Responsibilities

The purpose of the Green County Dairy Queen, Green County Dairy Princess, and Community Queens is to promote each community in Green County by being an Ambassador for the Green County Ag Chest, and to promote and support agriculture and its resources, its industries, and its people, especially the youth and youth organizations of Green County. 

Always keep in mind that, as an Ambassador of the Green County Ag Chest, everything you do or say reflects on the Green County Ag Chest and yourself. You should be polite, cooperative, helpful, and pleasant at all times, even when you think you may be out of the public eye. Any Queen or Princess found fighting, arguing, behaving, or speaking negatively in public, or creating drama among the group, will be subject to disciplinary action. Concerns or questions should always be brought to the attention of the County Queen Chairperson or the County Queen Committee as soon as possible. 

Responsibilities:

· All Dairy Queens and Princess shall have a working knowledge of Green County, the communities, its resources, dairy, other agricultural industries, and the Ag Chest.
· Attend monthly meetings of the Ag Chest. At the meeting, introduce yourself and your chaperone, and give a report on your past month's activities. Let the County Queen Chairperson know in advance of the meeting if you are unable to attend.
· Do radio reports as scheduled and newspaper reports as requested. This normally includes three radio reports. The newspaper report will be a “Farewell” article towards the end of their reign.
· Will be requested to complete at least one, but not more than two individual dairy promotions within their community.
· Will be requested to make at least one nursing home visit, which can be done alone or with other Queens and/or Princess.
· Organize and facilitate promotional activities within your community.
· Be aware and attend events in your community. 
· Work in the Green County Ag Chest trailer.  Mandatory events include, but are not limited to the following: Green County Breakfast on the Farm, Green County Fair, Boone County Fair (Belvidere, Illinois), and Cheese Days.  Pre-approval by the County Queen Chairperson is needed to be excused from participating prior to these events.
· Make a scrapbook of your year.
· The County Queen and Princess, as well as all of the Community Queens, make up the team of Ambassadors for the Green County Ag Chest and will work together as such.
· The official method of communication to be used between the County Queen Committee members, the Dairy Queens, and the Dairy Princess shall be by email.  If necessary due to short notice, phone calls may also be used.



Crown & Banner:

· A Queen or Princess cannot take another title/crown while holding the position of Community Dairy Queen, Green County Dairy Queen, or Green County Dairy Princess.
· Each Community Dairy Queen and the Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess will receive a crown and two banners to wear at all functions.  When her year is over, the crown and one banner is hers to keep.
· Each Community Dairy Queen, the Green County Dairy Queen, and Green County Dairy Princess is responsible for replacing her crown if lost, stolen, or broken.
· Crown and banner is to be worn at every Ag Chest meeting.
· Wear the banner on the right shoulder.
· The official name tag shall be worn at all times on the banner.
Events:

· County Dairy Queen, Princess, and Community Queens are to notify the County Queen Chairperson of an event she is attending as an Ag Chest Ambassador.
· When representing the Green County Ag Chest, a gift may be accepted as a token of appreciation for an appearance, but any money given must be forwarded to the Green County Ag Chest Treasurer for future promotion.
· Community Queens may accept a donation or gift from her own community.
· No cell phones while working. However, if you need to use your phone, please excuse yourself and go where you are not seen.  No “selfies” while in crown and banner.
· Money given to a Community Queen or the County Dairy Queen or Princess is to be given to the County Chairperson, who will give the money to the Ag Chest Treasurer.
· No Queen shall miss school for an appearance or event without permission from both their parents and school.
· For parades, a convertible is the preferred method of riding for Green County Dairy Royalty, however, if a convertible is not available, other options may be considered.  This must be discussed with the County Queen Chairperson as far in advance of the parade as possible.
· When riding in a convertible for a parade, remove your shoes so that the seat upholstery is not damaged, and sit on a pillow or large blanket. (Remember to give a thank you note if you borrow a vehicle and thank the driver.)
· When riding in a parade, it is suggested to apply lip gloss as it makes it easier to smile, use sunscreen, and keep water handy. Do not yell, shout, or throw things (including kisses).
· Always have money with you.
· Be on time for an event you are signed up for.  If you cannot make it, contact the appropriate person as soon as possible. 
· Keep visits with friends and family to a minimum at official functions. 
· Wear sensible shoes for functions. At some events, you may be either walking or standing a lot.
· Be enthusiastic and be proud of being a Green County Dairy Queen or Princess.  
· Approach people, do not wait for people to come to you.
· When talking to children, it is more effective for them if you get down to their level; squat down to get to their level if needed.
· Address people with respect and always maintain eye contact.
· Always speak politely and respectfully to everyone.
· During your reign as a Queen or Princess, be conscientious and respectful of social media posts.  Do not post anything that would reflect poorly on you, the Dairy Queen Program, or the Green County Ag Chest.
· This is a year to remember, so have people take pictures of you at different events. 
· Greet people with a smile. The power of a smile is priceless. 

IMPORTANT: the Green County Dairy Queen, Green County Dairy Princess, and the Community Queens are expected to conduct themselves appropriately at all times.  Any Queen or the Princess found fighting or arguing in public or creating unnecessary drama among the group will be subject to disciplinary action.  Concerns or questions should always be brought to the attention of the Queen Chairperson as soon as possible.  If any of these offenses are committed, the Queen(s) or Princess will forfeit her crown and banner and will be required to refund to the Green County Ag Chest the dress allowance, as well as the cost of her Green County Ag Chest jacket.






















Dairy Queen and Princess Dress Code
While in Crown and Banner

· The Green County Dairy Queen and Green County Dairy Princess must wear at least 75% green, preferably the top, if a skirt and blouse are worn.
· Community Queens are not allowed to wear any green.
· Choose simple, carefree hairstyles.  Keep makeup subtle.  Fingernails should be short to medium length.  Avoid flashy nail polish colors. Clothes should be clean and well-pressed.
· Visible tattoos are to be covered completely at all times with makeup or clothing.
· Nylons are optional.
· Comfortable shoes should be worn at all times.  You may be on your feet for extended periods of time, so be sure your shoes fit properly.
· Be sure that your clothing does not fit too tightly.  Sweaters and tops should lay comfortably on you.  Button  front blouses should not have pulling gaps.  Zippers and closings on pants and skirts should lie flat.  Pleats should be closed, not pulling. There should be no panty lines showing through your clothing. You should look professional.
· Blouses and tops should be longer than your hip bone or tucked in.  Necklines should be at least 2” above your cleavage. There should be no revealing necklines either in the front or the back.  See-through and bare midriff tops are not allowed.
· Skirts and dresses should be no shorter than finger-tip length and should not have high slits.  
· No blue jean skirts.  No shorts, jeans, or leggings.
· Sneakers and flip-flops are not acceptable shoes to be worn at any event.  No sandals or “strappy” shoes, only closed-toe shoes are allowed.  Avoid very high heels and narrow heels. 
· Clean dressy cowboy boots may be worn when handing out awards in a show-ring.
· For jewelry, simply styled small to medium earrings are preferred.  No more than three earrings per ear.  Avoid dangling or large-hooped earrings and noisy jewelry.  
· No sunglasses are allowed while in crown and banner.
· Facial piercings are not allowed, unless it can be covered up or removed.  This includes nose rings, pierced eyebrows, and pierced lips.
· No hickeys are allowed.
· A dress allowance will be given to all Queens and the Princess and should be used wisely for purchasing appropriate clothing

Please Note: If you come to any event or meeting dressed inappropriately, you will be sent home.   Anything questionable must be approved before being worn at any event while in crown and banner.  If in doubt, ask your Community Chairperson or the Community Queen Chairperson.





Removal of Crown and Banner
and Removal from Position
*Always conduct yourself in public as if someone is watching you.*

Reasons for removal:

· Use, possession, buying, or selling alcoholic beverages, tobacco or controlled substances, or look-alike substances.
· School Suspension. Need to report to the County & Community Chairpersons.
· Pleading guilty to a criminal act or conviction as determined by courts.
· Becomes pregnant or gets married.
· Attending a party, being in a vehicle, or being in a tavern or bar where alcoholic beverages are being served or other controlled substances are present. 	
· Exceptions:
· The Queen or Princess is with her parent or parents.
· Establishments licensed to sell alcoholic beverages in addition to food/recreation services, such as restaurants, bowling alleys, etc.
· Family gatherings, such as weddings, reunions, etc.
· Participation in religious observances.

Removal procedures:

1. The Green County Ag Chest Board will request a meeting with the Queen or Princess, her parents/guardian, the County Chairperson, and the applicable Community Chairperson to review the offense(s).
2. The Board will determine whether or not the Queen or Princess has violated the rules. If any of the rules have been violated, the Queen or Princess will be released from her position and duties.
3. The Board will determine if the Queen or Princess will be required to return her crown, banner, dress allowance, and reimbursement for the cost of her jacket.  The Queen or Princess has one week to return the required items and reimburse the Ag Chest.
4. Succession after removal:
· Community Queen - the runner-up may move up to the Community Queen.
· Green County Queen - the Princess may assume the position and duties. The 3rd runner-up may assume the position and duties of the Princess.
· Green County Princess - the 3rd runner-up may assume the position and duties.
· If any runner-up moves up to the County Queen or County Princess position, the community runner-up may become the Community Dairy Queen.
· All successions are at the discretion of the County Queen Committee, the applicable Community Chairperson, and the Green County Ag Chest Board. 


Chaperone Responsibilities

· The Queens and the Princess must ALWAYS be chaperoned by an adult when they are serving as a Queen or Princess.  When serving in their role as a Queen or Princess, they are an Ambassador of the Green County Ag Chest and represent the organization as such.
· Chaperones must be at least 18 years old, have graduated from high school, and NOT be the significant other of the Queen or Princess being chaperoned.
· A Chaperone can serve as a chaperone for more than one Queen at an event, but arrangements must be made prior to arriving at the event.
· Make sure that the Queen(s) or Princess you are chaperoning stays hydrated during hot days.
· Remember that people love to see the Dairy Queens and the Dairy Princess.  Even though your role is important, you should be in the background.
· No consumption of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, controlled substances, or look-alike substances is permitted while chaperoning.
· You are there to guide and help the Queens and the Princess, as needed.  Try to answer their questions to the best of your knowledge.
· Thank you for your time helping the Queens, the Princess, and the Green County Ag Chest. 





















County Queen Chairperson Responsibilities

The Green County Queen Chairperson and the Community Queen Chairperson are volunteer positions with the Green County Ag Chest.  The Dairy Queen Program is designed to assist the Queens in promoting and supporting Green County agriculture and the Green County Ag Chest.  This program has made a huge impact on many young girls, which has helped them beyond their reign as Queen or Princess. 

Responsibilities:

· Attend the Ag Chest Board meetings to give a brief report of activities.
· Communicate with the County Queen Committee and discuss any issues or concerns.  
· Communicate with the Queen Committee to keep them informed of all things concerning the Queens and Princess.
· Report any discipline issues to the Ag Chest Board.
· Work with all Community Queen Chairpersons to schedule events for the Queens and the Princess throughout the year.
· Schedule events outside of Green County.
· Work with the Community Chairpersons to organize and coordinate the Community Judging events.
· Work with the County Queen Committee to organize the County Judging.
· Meet with the New County Queen and Princess and their parents or guardians to discuss expectations for the year.
· Schedule and run the Orientation Meeting for the Queens and Princess.
· Order the jackets, name tags, car magnets, etc.
· Train the new Queens and Princess in all aspects of working in the trailers.
· When the Queens and Princess are at events and you are not with them, you are responsible for ensuring that there are responsible chaperones with the Queens and Princess and that the Chaperones know what is expected of them. 
· The County Queen Chairperson is responsible for ensuring that all Queens and the Princess work together as Ambassadors to the Green County Ag Chest.  If issues arise among the Queens and/or Princess, it is first the responsibility of the County Queen Chairperson to de-escalate any situation.  The County Queen Chairperson is obligated to discuss separately with any of the Queens or Princess who is having issues to try to resolve those issues.  If this is not effective, the County Queen Chairperson will reach out to the County Queen Committee for resolution.  If additional assistance or guidance is needed, the Green County Ag Chest Board will then become involved. 
· Required to work in the trailer at the Green County Fair.
· Required to work at least one day in the trailer at the Boone County Fair.
· Required to organize the day and attend the State Fair with the Queens and Princess.
· Keep a detailed log of events that can be passed on to future Chairpersons.
Community Queen Chairperson Responsibilities

· The Community Chairperson will receive $100 from the Green County Ag Chest for supplies for their Community Crowning event.  The Community Chairperson should also solicit their community organizations and businesses for donations.
· Assist in finding candidates for their community.
· Organize and coordinate the Community Judging events with the County Chairperson.
· Seek out community events for their Community Queen, keeping the County Queen Chairperson informed.
· If a cheese plate or other handout items are needed, this is to be requested from the County Queen Chairperson.
· Communicate with the County Queen Chairperson about local events and include in the communication if other Queens or the Princess are requested to be there, also.
· Communicate with the Community Queen and her parents monthly.
· Community Queens need a chaperone at events.  If asked to chaperone, please try to accommodate the request.
· Help plan a community dairy promotion for their Community Queen, if requested.
· Notify the County Queen Chairperson of any problems, issues, or concerns.
· When your community is hosting Dairy Days, the Community Chairperson will assist the County Queen Committee in planning the banquet.
· Keep a detailed log of events that can be passed on to future chairpersons.
· Keep a detailed record of all past Community Queens for your community to be passed on to future Chairpersons.
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